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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

The below listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 
1-14, (Cancelled) 

15. (Currently Amended) A method for treating a patient suffering from chronic 
inflammation comprising administering to said patient an effective amount of a 
benzimidazole compound of formula II 

B-A-Y 

or a physiologically compatible salt thereof, 
in which 

R 1 means a mono cyc li c or bicyclic C^^aryi phenyl g roup optionally substituted 
with up to three of th e fol l owing substituents y which are independently of one 
another selected from the group consisting off r-sTI F, CI, Br, I, C{NH)NH 2 , 
C(NH)NHR 4 , C(NH)NR 4 R 4 ', C(NR 4 )NH 2 , C(NR 4 )NHR 4 ', C(NR 4 >NR 4 R 4 ', XOH, XOR 4 , 
XOCOR 4 , XOCONHR 4 , XOCOOR 4 , XCOR 4 , XC(NOH)R 4 . XC(NOR 4 )R 4 ', 
XC(NO(COR 4 ))R 4 ', XCN, XCOOH, XCOOR 4 . XCONH 2( XCONR 4 R 4 ', XCONHR 4 , 
XCONHOH, XCONHOR 4 , XCOSR 4 , XSR 4 , XSOR 4 , XS0 2 R 4 , S0 2 NH 2 , SO z NHR 4 , 
S0 2 NR 4 R 4 ", N0 2 , XNH 2l XNHR 4 , XNR 4 R 4 , XNHS0 2 R 4 , XN(S0 2 R 4 )(S0 2 R 4 '), 
XNR 4 S0 2 R 4 ', XNHCOR 4 , XNHCOOR 4 , XNHCONHR 4 . tetrahydro-2,5-dioxopyrrol-1- 
yl, 2,5-dihydro-2,5-dioxopyrrol-1-yl. 2 7 7-dihydro-2,7-dioxoisoindol-1-yl. and R 4 ; 

R 2 means a monocyclic or b feyctic-Cg^Q-aryl phenyl g roup optionally substituted 
with up to three of tho - fo ll owing substituents 7 which are independently of one 
another selected from the group consisting of[M 1 F, CI, Br, I, C(NH)NH 2 , 
C(NH)NHR 4 , C(NH)NR 4 R 4 . CfNR^N^, C(NR 4 )NHR 4 ' 1 C(NR 4 )NR 4 R 4 ". XOH, XOR 4 , 
XOCOR 4 , XOCONHR 4 , XOCOOR 4 , XCOR 4 , XC(NOH)R 4 , XC(NOR 4 )R 4 , 
XC(NO(COR 4 ))R 4 ", XCN, XCOOH, XCOOR 4 , XCONH z , XCONR'R 4 ', XCONHR 4 , 
XCONHOH, XCONHOR 4 , XCOSR 4 . XSR 4 . XSOR 4 , XS0 2 R 4 , S0 2 NH 2 , S0 2 NHR 4 , 
S0 2 NR 4 R 4 ', N0 2 , XNH 2 , XNHR 4 , XNR 4 R 4 , XNHS0 2 R 4 , XN(S0 2 R 4 )(S0 2 R 4 '), 
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XNF^SOaR 4 ', XNHCOR 4 , XNHCOOR 4 , XNHCONHR 4 , tetrahydro-2,5-dioxopyrroI-1- 
yl, 2,5-dihydro-2,5-dioxopyrroI-1-yl, 2,7-dihydro-2,7-dioxoisoindoM-yl, and R 4 [t]]i 
R 3 stands for one or two substituents which are each independently of one another 
selected from the group consisting of Hill hydrogen, F, CI, Br, I, XOH, XOR 4 , 
XOCOR 4 , XOCONHR 4 , XOCOOR 4 , XCOR 4 , XC(NOH)R 4 , XC(NOR 4 )R 4 ', 
XC<NO(COR 4 ))R 4 ', XCN, XCOOH, XCOOR 4 , XCONH 2l XCONHR 4 , XCONR 4 R 4 ', 
XCONHOH, XCONHOR 4 , XCOSR 4 , XSR 4 , XSOR 4 , XS0 2 R 4 ( S0 2 NH 2l S0 2 NHR 4 , 
S0 2 NR 4 R 4 ', N0 2i XNH 2l XNHR 4 , XNR 4 R 4 , XNHS0 2 R 4 , XNR 4 S0 2 R 4 ', 
XNCSOsR^fSOsR 4 '). XNHCOR 4 , XNHCOOR 4 , XNHCONHR 4 , tetrahydro-2,5- 
dioxopyrroM-yl, er 2,5-dihydro-2,5-dioxopyrrol-1-yI, 2 T 7-dihydro-2,7-dioxoteoindol- 
1-yl.andR 4 0; 

R 4 and R 4 ', independently of one another, mean C^perfluoroalkyl, Ci_ 6 alkyl t C^alkenyl, 
C 2 - 6 alkinyl, C^cycloalkyl, (CLsalkyl-C^cycloalkyl), C^alkyl-Ce.ioaryl, C. ^ aIkyl - 5 
to 10 - m e mb e r e d h e t e rooryl with 1 4 ho te roatoms coloctod from N, S and O, 
or Cfi-marvl. or 5 - to 10 - m e mbered hotoro ar y l with 1 4 hotoroatomc se le ct e d 
from N, S and O atoms, 

wherein the Cs-ioaryl and hotoroary l groups-aw is_optionally substituted with one 
or two substituents selected from F, CI, Br, CH 3 , C^Hs, N0 2 , OCH 3 , OC2H5, CF 3l 
and C 2 F & [(tH or optionally carry an annelated methanediylbisoxy group or ethane- 
1,2-diylbisoxy group, and wh e r ei n a 5 - m e mb e r e d oyc l oolKyl r i ng optio na l ly ha s 
an N or O ring mcmben and wh e r e in a 6 - or 7 - momborod cyc 4o a l ky l ring 
optiono ll y - h as-o no or two ring members oolootod from N ami-Or- wh erem-rmg 



R 5 and R 5 \ independently of one another, mean hydrogen, C^alkyl, C 2 . s alkenyl t 

C 2 ^aIkinyl T [wherein in each case a carbon atom is optionally replaced by O, S, 
SO, S0 2l NH, NCi. 3 a!kyl or'NCvsalkanoyll, C^cycloatkyl-Co^alkyl, whorofn a S- 
momborod oyo l oa i kyl r i ng optiona l ly has a n N or O ring member and 0 6 or 
7 - m e mbered oycloalky l-ri ng optionally has one or two ring members 
se l e ct e d from N and O, wherein ring nitrog e n s optional l y are subst i tut e d 
w i th Cv3 a l kyl or Cu$ alkanoyl, or C«.marvl, or 5 - to 10 - m e mb e r e d h e t e roary l 
wk li - 1 - 4 h e t e roatom s se l e cted from N, $, and O, 

wherein the mentioned alkyl, alkenyl and alkinyl groups are optionally substituted 
with one of the previously mentioned cycloalkyIs T or arvls T of-heteroaryter 
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wherein all previously mentioned alkyl and cycloalkyl radicals are optionally 
substituted with up to two substituents selected from CF 3 , C 2 F S , OH, O Chalky!, 
NH2 NH^, NHd.3 alkyl, NHC^alkanoyl, N(C^ alkyl) 2 , N(C^ alkyl)(Ci^aIkanoyl), 
COOH, CONH 2 , and COOCi^alkyl, and all previously mentioned aryl a*4 
ftete roary l groups are optionally substituted with one or two substituents selected 
from F, CI, Br, CH 3 , C 2 H S , N0 2 , OCH 3 , OC 2 H s , CF 3 , and C 2 F 5 or optionally carry an 
annelated methanediylbi$oxy T or ethane-1 ,2-diylbisoxy group[[,lk of 

R^and-R 6 1 together w i th tho - rrto oge n a tom form a 5 to 7-memborod group, which 

opt i onally oontains onotho f-o xyg e n, n i trog e n or s u l fur atom and is optionally 
substituted by a l kyl, C ^-atkexy-C^ a a l kyl, alkoxy - c a rbony l , 
aminocarbony l or ph e nyl, 
A means C^ioalkanediyl, C 2 -i 0 alkenediyl, C 2 _ 10 alkinediyl> (Co-salkanediyl- 

C3. 7 cycloalkanediyl-Ca.saikanediyl) ( or (CQ^alkanedivlarylene-Co-salkanediyl), or 
(CQ- & alkan e d i yl - h e t e roaryl e n e- C o. 6 olkanodiyl), 

wherein the aryl and h e t e roaryl groups-are is optionally substituted with one or 

two substituents selected from F, CI, Br, CH 3 , C 2 H 5 , N0 2 , OCH 3t OC 2 H 5t CF 3| and 

C2F5, wfrefew-a-S-rnembered cycloalkyl ring optionally has a ring member 

selecte d - from N and O, and a 6 - or 7 mombercd cycloo l kyl ring - opt i onally 

has one or tw o-fi ng m e mb e rs sele cted from N and O, where i n ring nitrogens 

optionally aro subst i tut ed-wlth-G ^ alky l or alkanoyl, 

wherein in the mentioned aliphatic groups, one or two carbon atoms are each 

optionally replaced by O t NH, NR 4 , NCOR 4 , or NS0 2 R 4 , 

and wherein alkyl or cycloalkyl groups are optionally substituted with up to two 

substituents selected from F, OH, OR 4 , OCOR 4 , =0, NH 2l NR 4 ^, NHCOR 4 , 

NHCOOR 4 , NHCONHR 4 , NHS0 2 R 4 SH, and SR 4 [&]]i 

B means hydrogon, OH, OCOR 5 , OCONHR 5 , OCOOR 5 , COR 5 , C(NOH)R 5 , 

C(NOR 5 )R 5 ', C(NO(COR 5 ))R*, COOH, COOR 5 , CONH 2l CONHNH 2 , CONHR 5 , 
CONR 5 R 5 , CONHOH, CONHOR 6 , S0 3 H, S0 2 NH 2 , S0 2 NHR 5 , S0 2 NR s R 5 ", PO s H, 
PO(OH)(OR 5 ), PO(OR 5 )(OR 5 \ PO(OH)(NHR 5 ), OLPO(NHR 5 )(NHR 5 ') 1 or 
tetfazofyfr in each case bonded to a carbon atom of group A[[J]i 

or the entire group Y-A-B is N(S0 2 R 4 )(S0 2 R 4 ') or NHS0 2 R 4 [[ y ]]i 

X means a bond, CH 2 , (CH 2 ) 2 , CH(CH 3 ) T (CH 2 ) 3 , CH(CH 2 CH 3 ), CH(CH 3 )CH 2| or 
CH 2 CH(CH 3 )[[ 7 ]]i and 

Y means a bond, O, S, SO, S0 2 , NH, NR 4 , NCOR 4 , or NS0 2 R 4 . 
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1 6. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 5, wherein 

R 1 means a monocyclic or bioyolio C ^ 1 2 ary l phenyl group optionally substituted 
with up to three of th e following substituents T which are independently of one 
another selected from the group consisting of [[s]] F T Cl t Br, XOH, XOR 4 , 

xocor 4 , xoconhr 4 , xocoor 4 , xcor 4 , xcn, cooh, xcoor 4 , xconh 2l 
xconr 4 r 4 ', xconhr 4 , xconhoh, xconhor 4 , xcosr 4 , xsr 4 , no 2 , xnhr 4 , 

XNR 4 R 4 ', and R 4 . 

17. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 15, wherein[[ 7 ]] 

R 2 means a monocyc l ic or bioyc l lo C g^-aiyt phenyl g roup optionally substituted 
with up to three of the following substituentSv which are independently of one 
another selected from the group consisting of [[*]] F, CI, Br, XOH, XOR 4 , 
XOCOR 4 , XOCONHR 4 , XOCOOR 4 , XCOR 4 , XC(NOH)R 4 , XCtNOR^R 4 ', 
XC(NO(COR 4 ))R 4 ', XCN, XCOOH, XCOOR 4 , XCONH 2l XCONR 4 R 4 , XCONHR 4 , 
XCONHOH, XCONHOR 4 , XCOSR 4 , XSR 4 , XSOR 4 , XS0 2 R 4 , S0 2 NH 2 , S0 2 NHR 4 , 
S0 2 NR 4 R 4 ', N0 2 , XNH 5 , XNHR 4 , XNR 4 R 4 ', XNHSO s R 4 , XN(S0 2 R 4 )(S0 2 R 4 ') f 
XNR 4 S0 2 R 4 ', XNHCOR 4 , XNHCOOR 4 , XNHCONHR 4 , and R 4 . 

18. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 15, wherein 

R 3 stands for one or two substituents^ which independently of one anotherr-ea^h 

meam are selected from the group consisting off teTl hydrogen, F, Cl t Br, XOH, 
XOR 4 , XOCOR 4 , XOCONHR 4 , XOCOOR 4 , XCOR 4 , XC(NOH)R 4 , XCtNOR^R 4 ', 
XC(NO(COR 4 ))R 4 ', XCN. XSR 4 , XSOR 4 , XS0 2 R 4 , S0 2 NH 2( S0 2 NHR 4 , S0 2 NR 4 R 4 ', 
NO* XNH 2 , XNHR 4 , XNR 4 R 4 , XNHS0 2 R 4 , XNR 4 S0 2 R 4 ', XN(SO 2 R 4 )(S0 2 R 4 '), 
XNHCOR 4 , XNHCOOR 4 , XNHCONHR 4 , of and R 4 . 



19. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 15, wherein 

R 4 and R 4 ', independently of one another, mean CF 3 , CzF$ t C^alkyi, C 2 ^alkenyl 1 
C 2 ^alkinyl, C^cycloalkyl, (Ci-aalkyl-Cg-eCycloalkyl), d^alkylaryl, G*^ 
a l ky lta o te roary l , or monocyclic aryl A or-5— to - 6 - m e mb e rod h e t e roaryl with 1 2 
hetoroatom s^ete Gt e d from N, S and O, wherein the aryl and h o t o roary l groups 
are is optionally substituted with one or two substttuents selected from F, CI, Br, 
CH 5 , C 2 H 5 , N0 2 , OCH 3 , OC 2 H 5 , CF 3t and C 2 F 5) or optionally carry an annelated 
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methanediylbisoxy or ethane-1,2-diyIbisoxy group , and whoro i n a 5 momb e r e d 
cycloalkyl ring optiona ll y has a ring member so l o^ ed-from-N^wd-Oi-a^-a^- 
m e mb e r e d cycloalkyl ring optional l y hao one or two - ring - mcmbcrG - so l cctc d 
from N and O, wh e r e in ring nitrogens optionolly - orc - su bstttuted^wi th 

nil i vi c* i ivv i ». 

20. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 15, wherein 

R 5 and R 5 , independently of one another, are optional l y Chalky! (wherein 

a carbon atom is optionally replaced by O, NH, NCi_ a alkyl, or NCi_ a alkanovll 7 or 
C^cycloalkyl-Co^alkyl, where i n a -5-me mb e r e d cyc l o al ky l r i ng optionally h as a 
ring memb e r s e l e ct e d from N and 0, - and -a-€— o r 7 momborod cycloa l kyl ring 
optional l y ha s on e or two ring members soloctod-from N - and - O r wh efe in ring 
nitrog e n s optional l y arc s ubstituted w i th -G^ y -alk yJ - or a l k a noy l , wherein 
the mentioned C^alkyl group is optionally substituted with one of the previously 
mentioned cycloaikyls x or a 5 - to 6 - mom bored hotoro aro matic group w i th 1 - 2 
hotoroat oms-se l e ct e d from N, S and O, 

wherein all previously mentioned alkyl and cycloalkyl groups are optionally 
substituted with up to two substituents selected from CF 3| OH, and OC^alkyl, and 
the previou sly-me ntion e d h e t e roaryl groups arc o ption a ll y subst i tut e d with 
one or two substit ue nts sele ct e d from F, CI, CF 3t CH a r CaH cr OGH^ T .-a^d 
OC2H57 

or4* s and R * tog e th e r w i th the nit roge n atom form a 5 - to 7 momborod hctorocyoHo 
group which opt i ona ll y co ntain s anoth e r oxyg e n, nitrogen or su l fur o torn 
and i s optionally sub s t i tut e d by a lkyl, alkoxy - C 0 ^ a l kyl, C 4 ^ r aUft>xy- 
carbonyl, aminooarbony l o r-phenyl. 



21 . (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 15, wherein 

A means Cn.ioalkanediyl, C 2 . 1 oalkenediyl, C 2 -ioaIkinediy1,_or (Co_ s alkanediyl- 

C3. 7 cycloaikanediyl-Co. 5 alkanediyl), Of-fCo^^ a l kan e diy l- h e t e roaryl e n e- C ^ 
al k a n e diy l ), wh e r e in when a h e teroaryl group is pre se nt i t i s optionally 
oubstitutod - w i th on e or two substitu e nt s soloctod from - F r- C l y Br» CH^^CaH^ 
NO 3 , OCHj, OC aH & i-G^ ^ and C a E 6 > and wherein a 5-mcmborcd cycloalkyl ring 
optiona l ly has 0 ring member se l e ct e d from N and O, and a 6 - or 7 - 
momb e r e d cycloa l kyl r i n g-opti onal l y ha s on e or two ring m e mb e rs se l octod 
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from N and O, where i n r i ng n i tr ogen s - opt i onal l y ar e s ub s titut e d w i th C4 -3 
al ky l or a lk a noy l , 

wherein in the a liphatic groups one or two carbon atoms are optionally replaced by 
O, NH, NCi^alkyl, NCi. 3 alkanoyt, or NS0 2 C 1 . 3 alkyl I and wherein alkyl or cycloalkyl 
groups are optionally substituted with up to two F atoms or by one of the 
substituents selected from OH, OCi-3alkyl f OC^alkanoyl, =0, NH 2) NHC^-alkyl, 
N(C V3 alkyl) 2t NHC^alkanoyl, N(Ci. 3 alkyl)(Ci_3 alkanoyl), NHCOOC^alkyl, 
NHCONHCi. 3 alkyl, NHSOsC^alkyl, SH T and Sd_ 3 alkyL 

22. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 15, wherein 

B means hydrogen, OH, OCOR 5 , OCONHR 5 , OCOOR 5 , COOH, COOR s , CONH 2l 
CONHR 5 , CONR 5 R s \ CONHOH, or_CONHOR 5 , o*4etr azolyl» in each case 
bonded to a carbon atom of group A. 

23. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 15, wherein 
X means a bond or CH 2 _ 

24. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 15, wherein 
Y means a bond, O, S, NH, NR 4 , NCOR 4 or NS0 2 R 4 . 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 15, wherein said compound is 
6-[[1-(4»methylphenyl)-2'phenyl-1H-benzimdazoi-6-yl]oxy] hexanoic isopropyl ester 

27-28. (Cancelled) 

29. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 5, wherein 

R 1 means a monocyc l ic or blcyclic C ^- ory l phenyl g roup optionally substituted 
with up to three of th e fo ll owing substituents 7 which are independently of one 
another selected from the group consisting of [[*]] F, CI, Br, XOH, XOR 4 , 
XOCOR 4 , XOCONHR 4 , XOCOOR 4 , XCOR 4 , XCN, COOH, XCOOR 4 , XCONH 2? 
XCONR 4 R 4 ', XCONHR 4 , XCONHOH, XCONHOR 4 , XCOSR 4 , XSR 4 , N0 2 , XNHR 4 , 
XNR 4 R 4 ', and R 4 ; 
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R 2 means a monocyclic or tricyc l ic C 6 ^o ary l phenyl g roup optionally substituted 
with up to three o f - th e following substituents^ which are independently of one 
another selected from the group consisting of TfcTI F, CI, Br, XOH, XOR 4 , 
XOCOR 4 , XOCONHR 4 , XOCOOR 4 , XCOR 4 , XC(NOH)R 4 , XCCNOR^R 4 ', 
XC(NO(COR 4 ))R 4 ' ( XCN, XCOOH, XCOOR 4 , XCONH z , XCONRV, XCONHR 4 , 
XCONHOH, XCONHOR 4 , XCOSR 4 , XSR 4 , XSOR 4 , XS0 2 R 4 , S0 2 NH 2 , S0 2 NHR 4 , 
SQ 2 NR 4 R 4 ', N0 2l XNH 2( XNHR 4 , XNR 4 R 4 \ XNHS0 2 R 4 , XN(S0 2 R 4 )(S0 2 R 4 '), 
XNR 4 S0 2 R 4 ', XNHCOR d , XNHCOOR 4 , XNHCONHR 4 , and R 4 ; 

R 3 is one or two substituents, which independently of one anothe r, ea ch m e an: are 
selected from the group consisting of ficii hydrogen, F, CI, Br, XOH, XOR 4 , 
XOCOR 4 , XOCONHR 4 , XOCOOR 4 , XCOR 4 , XC(NOH)R 4 , XC(NOR 4 )R 4 ', 
XC(NO(COR 4 ))R 4 ', XCN, XSR 4 , XSOR 4 , XS0 2 R 4 ( SO a NH 2l SO*NHR 4 , S0 2 NR 4 R 4 ", 
N0 2 , XNH 2| XNHR 4 f XNR 4 R 4 , XNHS0 2 R 4 , XNR 4 S0 2 R 4 \ XN(S0 2 R 4 )(S0 2 R 4 '), 
XNHCOR 4 , XNHCOOR 4 , XNHCONHR 4 , of and R 4 : 

R 4 and R 4 ', independently of one another, mean CF 3| C 2 F 5l C-i^alkyl, C 2 _4alkenyl t 
C 2 ^alkinyl T C^cycloalkyl, (d^alkyl-Cg-ecycioalkyl), C^alkylaryl, 
alkylheteroaryl, or monocyclic arylj. or 5 - to 6-membered h e t e roary l with 1 2 
h e t e ro a toms selected from N r S and O, wherein the aryl and hctcr oafyl groups 
are jsoptionally substituted with one or two substituents selected from F, CI, Br, 
CH 3 , C 2 H$, N0 2l OCH 3l OCyHs, CF 3> and C 2 F 5l or optionally carry an anneiated 
methanediylbisoxy or ethane-1 ,2-diylbi$oxy group , and wher e in a 6 - membcrod 
eyoloal ky l ring option a l l y has a r i ng - m e mb e r se l e ct e d from N and O, and a 6- 
me mborod cyoloalkyl r i ng optiona tiy- h as on e or two ring m e mber® soloctod 
fr om N and O, wh e r e in r i ng nitroge n s optionally aro substitut e d with C1 4 
alKyf-op-G4-a a l kanoyl ; 

R 5 and R ff , independently of one another, are C^alkyl {wherein a carbon atom is 

optionally replaced by O, NH, Nd^alkyl, or NCi- a alkanovlW or Cs-ycycloalkyl- 
Co^atkyl, wh e r ei n a 5-mernbered cyc i oalky l- r to g - optiona ll y has a ring m e mb e r 
s e l e cted from N - o n d O, and a 6 - or 7 - memborod oy otoal ky l ring optionally 
h a s on e or two r i ng members so l octod from N and O, whoro i n r i n g-ni t r og ens 
optionally ar e substituted with -G ^ a l kyl or C^ alkanoyl, wherein the 
mentioned Chalky! group is optionally substituted with one of the previously 
mentioned cycioalkyls, or a 5 - to -6- m e rnb e r e d h e t e roaromatio group w i th - 1 - 2 
freter-oatoms se l e cted from N, S and O y 
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wherein atl previously mentioned alkyl and cycloalkyl groups are optionally 
substituted with up to two substituents selected from CF 3 , OH, and OCi_aaIkyl[k]3x 
and the prev i ous l y mont iooe d - h e t e roary l groups aro optionally s ubst i tuted 
with on e or two subst i tuont s^se l e cted from F, CI, CF A , ChU, C a H^, OCH^. and 

group which optionally conta i n s another oxygon, nitrogen or su l fur atom 
a nd f s optional l y s ub s titut e d by alky l , C^ o l koxy C p ^ - Q l ky l - C ^-ati^xy- 
c arbonyl, aminocarbony l or phenyl; 

A means d.ioalkanediyl, C 2 .i 0 alkenediyl 1 C 2 ,ioalkinediyl,^r (Co-salkanediyl- 

C^cycloalkanediyl-C^ alkanediyl), or-(Co^ alkan e diy1 - h e teroary l en e- C 0 «s 
alkan e diyl), wherein whona -hete roaryl group i s pr ese nt it i s optionally 
s ubstituted with ono or - two - su b stituonts se loctod from F, C I , Br, CHa r^aMsj 
N^D^j ^3CHij ^5C^ W^v^* F^ j o d C j F§^-~and wfhoroin a 5™momborGd cycloalkyl ring 
optiona l ly has,a ring member -sele ct e d from N and O, and a 6 - or 7 - 
m e mb e r e d cyc l oalky l ring optional l y has -o ne - or - two r i ng momboro solsot e d 
from N and O, wh e r e in r i ng nitrogens optionally aro s ubstitu ted with C^ s 
a l kyl or C^ alkanoyl, wherein in the aliphatic groups one or two carbon atoms 
are optionally replaced by O, NH, Nd_ 3 alkyl, NC^alkanoyl, or NSO^C^atkyl, and 
wherein alkyl or cycloalkyl groups are optionally substituted with up to two F atoms 
or by one of the substituents selected from OH, OC^alkyl, OC-^alkanoyl, =0, 
NH 2 , NHd-a-alkyI, N(C^ alkyl) 2) NHC v3 alkanoyl, NCd-aalkylXC^alkanoyl), 
NHCOOC^alkyl, NHCONHC v3 atkyl ( NHSOzC^alkyl, SH, and SC^alkyl; 

B means hydrogen, OH, OCOR 5 , OCONHR 5 , OCOOR 5 , COOH, COOR 5 , CONH 2 , 
CONHR 5 , CONR 5 R 5 ', CONHOH, or_CONHOR 5 , or totrazo l yl, in each case 
bonded to a carbon atom of group A; 

X means a bond or CH 2 ; and 

Y means a bond, O t S, NH, NR 4 , NCOR 4 or NS0 2 R 4 

30. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 15, wherein (a) in rV ^ * s aid aryl 
group c aro subst i tut e d or unsub s tituted pheny l , biphony l v - n ap hthy l j i nd a n e , or 
fkjorenyf; and (b) in R 4 , R 4 \ R 5 and R 5 ', said aryl groups are substituted or unsubstituted 
phenyl, biphenyl, naphthyl, indane* orfluorenyl , and said hotor oaiyt-gfowp-are 
substitutod - or - un s ub s titut e d pyrrolyl, thi e nyl, furanyl, imidazoly l , thiozo l y l , 
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is othiazotyl, oxazoly l , isox a zolyl, pyrazolyl, furazanyl , pym iy l^- pyrim i dinyU pyr aiHttylv 
pyrida ziny^ th ie noimid a zolyl, indolyl, tsoindolyi, bonzothiophonyl, - bonzofurany H 
bonzimldaz olyh4fKta zoly l l imidazopyr i dinyl, purinyl, qumoly l , isoquinoly l , 
phthalaz i riy l r qwrtazo HnyK - quin a xo1iny l , o i nnotiny l , naphthyridiny) or pt e ridinyl . 

31-33. (Cancelled) 

34. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 15, wherein said patient is 
suffering from a stroke. 

35-44. (Cancelled) 

45. (New) A method for treating a patient suffering from chronic inflammation_comprising 
administering to said patient an effective amount of the benzimidazole compound 6-[[1-(4- 
methylphenyl)-2-phenyl-1 H-benzimdazol-6-yl)oxy] hexanoic isopropyl ester or 6-[[1-(4- 
methylphenyl)-2-phenyl-1H-benzimdazol-6-yl]oxy] hexanoic acid, 

46. (New) A method according to claim 45, wherein said compound is 6-[[1-(4- 
methyIphenyl)-2-phenyl-1H-benzimdazol-6-yl]oxy] hexanoic isopropyl ester, 

47. (New) A method according to claim 45, wherein said patient is suffering from a stroke. 

48. (New) A method according to claim 47, wherein said compound is 6-[[1-(4- 
methylphenyl)-2-phenyl-1H-benzimdazol-6-yl]oxy] hexanoic isopropyl ester. 
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